
C H I L L I W A C K  L E A R N I N G  S O C I E T Y
N E W S L E T T E R

ESL Volunteer Tutor Program Goes Digital

Our amazing ESL Volunteer tutors and learners continue to learn

together using their computers, iPads and phones!  
 

Meeting with learners on Facetime, Skype or Zoom is proving to be a

great way to help newcomers improve their English language skills.

Considering that most of our volunteers are seniors, we are proof

that lifelong learning is alive and well in Chilliwack. The April

workshop for ESL volunteers saw 18 of us on Zoom. Now we know

how to get good attendance for workshops – allow people to stay at

home!
 

Longtime volunteer Bill Weismiller continues to meet with his group

(photo) while also teaching ESL for Chilliwack Community Services.

Many one-on-one tutoring sessions are encouraging learners to

continue improving their English fluency as well as building

vocabulary and grammar skills. While some volunteers have decided

to take a break, others are increasing their volunteer commitment to

learners. Kudos to this wonderful team!

SURFING, ANYONE?

LETTER FROM

KATHY

CHAT WITH JANET

AND COLIN

NEIGHBOURHOOD

BOOK HUBS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
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LETTER FROM KATHY BALL, VOLUNTEER TUTOR PROGRAM COORDINATOR

 

As we move forward into our ‘new’ normal, we look for other ways to work with our learners. 

What are the possibilities (video conferencing, texting, emailing or chatting on the phone), 

and which one fits our learners and tutors the best? We will keep you posted! Page 2
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I T ' S  N E V E R  T O O  L A T E  T O  L E A R N  T O  S U R F  

Volunteer tutors (also seniors) use iPads, tablets,

laptops or cell phones in one-to-one or group

sessions to help learners reach their goals. Those

might include learning how to: surf the net, set up

an email account, use the camera, install apps, play

games, listen to music or stay connected to family. 
 

Weekly drop-in and scheduled one on one sessions

have occurred in Chilliwack and Sardis, and will

resume once social distancing requirements are

lifted.
Gisele spends time with Phil on their iPads

The Chilliwack Learning Society started “Silver Surfers” in 2014, to reduce social isolation of seniors
and to help develop their technological skills.

Well done tutors, please give yourselves a well
deserved pat on the back! From September 1, 2019
to February 29, 2020, you helped 225 Adult Literacy
learners in one-to-one, small group and drop-in
sessions. 
We know you have busy lives, so thank you for your
time, energy and commitment.
 

Here are tutor comments from the weekly meetings
of some of our learners to share as the highlight
reel.
 

This week felt like a breakthrough - yay! Phonics cards offered a new approach and one the
learner seems to enjoy. Lots of occasion for praise today.
My learner was particularly motivated today and was enthusiastic on putting sentences
together. She liked reading the story and seemed pleased that she did it on her own. A good
day in all. 
She’s very eager to learn and is not afraid to try the things we learn on her own.
He really likes it when he can read something so it is rewarding and exciting to see these
moments of recognition and empowerment.



J L :  H o w  i s  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  s i t u a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  y o u r  f a m i l y ?
 
 

C Y :  T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  h a s  i n d e e d  i n f l u e n c e d  m a n y  l i f e s t y l e s  o f  o u r  f a m i l y .  W e  h a d  t o  s t a y
a t  h o m e .  T h e  f a r m  I  w o r k  o n  i s  a l s o  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  s o  I  a l s o  a p p l i e d
C E R B  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  M y  d a u g h t e r  c a n  o n l y  d o  o n l i n e  l e s s o n s  a t  h o m e .  M y  w i f e
c a n  o n l y  w o r k  o n l i n e .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  I  a m  n o t  i d l e .  I  e x e r c i s e  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  a n d
v o l u n t e e r  t o  h e l p  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  n e a r b y  w a l k  T r a i l  p i c k  u p  g a r b a g e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e
p l a c e  w h e r e  w e  l i v e  i s  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  c l e a n .

E a c h  E n g l i s h  l e a r n e r  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m  h a s  a  s t o r y .  C o l i n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m e e t  w i t h  h i s
v o l u n t e e r  t u t o r  u s i n g  S k y p e  a n d  t e x t b o o k s  p r o v i d e d  b y  C L S .  T h e  E S L  T u t o r  P r o g r a m
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  J a n e t  L e s ,  i n t e r v i e w e d  C o l i n .
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I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  C O L I N  Y U

J L :  T e l l  u s  a  l i t t l e  a b o u t  y o u r  E n g l i s h  l e a r n i n g
j o u r n e y .
 
 

C Y :  W h e n  I  f i r s t  c a m e  t o  C a n a d a ,  m y  E n g l i s h  l e v e l
w a s  3 - 4 ,  a n d  I  g o t  a n  E S L  L e v e l  5  c e r t i f i c a t e  a f t e r
t a k i n g  E S L  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  B e c a u s e  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  l e v e l  6  c o u r s e  w a s  n o t  o f f e r e d ,  I
j o i n e d  t h e  o n e - t o - o n e  s t u d y  a r r a n g e d  b y  J a n e t .
N o w  m y  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  i s  B o n n y ,  a  v e r y  g o o d
t e a c h e r .
 
 

J L :  H o w  h a s  y o u r  v o l u n t e e r  t u t o r  h e l p e d  y o u r
E n g l i s h  l e a r n i n g ?
 
 
 

C Y :  W e  s t u d y  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  w o r l d
h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e s  o f  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s ,  T V  a n d
m o v i e s ,  a n d  t o p i c s  o f  o u r  i n t e r e s t .  W e  w i l l  a l s o
r e a d  a n d  d o  q u e s t i o n s  t o g e t h e r .
 

I  a l s o  t h a n k  m y  t e a c h e r  B o n n y  f o r  t e a c h i n g
m e  h o w  t o  g r o w  v e g e t a b l e s ,  s o  I  a l s o  l e a r n
t o  g r o w  v e g e t a b l e s  o n  t h e  b a l c o n y  t o  a d j u s t
m y  l i f e .
 
 

J L :  H o w  i s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  y o u r
t u t o r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ?
 

C Y :  M y  t e a c h e r  B o n n y  a n d  I  c a n  o n l y  s t u d y
o n l i n e  i n  t h i s  e p i d e m i c .  I  s t u d y  t h e  s a m e  a s
b e f o r e  a n d  p r o o f r e a d  t h e  a n s w e r  w i t h
B o n n y .   A l t h o u g h  w e  d i d  n o t  m e e t  a n d  l e a r n
w e l l ,  I  s t i l l  t h a n k  J a n e t  a n d  B o n n y .  I  b e l i e v e
t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h a n k s  a g a i n
t o  t w o  e x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r s .



T h e  C L S  i s  n o t  t a k i n g  b o o k s  i n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  –  b u t  w e ’ r e
c e r t a i n l y  g i v i n g  t h e m  o u t .  M o r e  t h a n  2 , 7 0 0  b o o k s  h a v e
b e e n  g i v e n  o u t  t h i s  s p r i n g  t h r o u g h  o u r  n e w  “ B o o k s  f o r
N e i g h b o r s ”  p r o g r a m ,  a  n e w  n o  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t  m e t h o d  o f
p u t t i n g  b o o k s  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  c h i l d r e n .
 

B i n s  o f  s a n i t i z e d  p r e - o w n e d  b o o k s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l
a g e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  w i s h  t o  b e  a  h u b  t h a t
d i s t r i b u t e s  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s .  F a m i l i e s
p i c k  t h e  b o o k s  u p ,  o r  t h e y  c a n  b e  d e l i v e r e d  i f  n e e d  b e .
T h e  d i s t r i b u t o r s  ( c u r r e n t l y  9 )  e n j o y  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e y
a r e  “ p u t t i n g  s m i l e s  o n  l i t t l e  f a c e s ” .  O n e  p e r s o n
r e p o r t e d ,  “ I  h a v e  g i v e n  o u t  b o o k s  t o  5  f a m i l i e s ,  p l u s
m y  o w n  k i d s .  M y  1 0  y e a r  o l d  d a u g h t e r  e n j o y s  h e l p i n g
o u t  w i t h  s o r t i n g  a n d  p i c k i n g  o u t  b o o k s  f o r  o t h e r  k i d s . “
 

F a m i l i e s  h a v e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  b o o k s  t h r o u g h  o u t r e a c h
p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  d e l i v e r e d  i n  g o o d i e  h a m p e r s  o r
d i r e c t l y  b y  p r o g r a m  f a c i l i t a t o r s  a n d  c o o r d i n a t o r s .
A g e n c i e s  a n d  p e o p l e  w h i c h  t o o k  p a r t  i n c l u d e d  t h e
A b o r i g i n a l  H e a d  S t a r t  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  C h i l l i w a c k  S c h o o l
D i s t r i c t ’ s  S t r o n g  S t a r t  P r o g r a m ,  a n d  a n  E a r l y  Y e a r s
F a m i l y  N a v i g a t o r .
 
 

“ I  h e a r d  b a c k  f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d
b o o k s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a l l  e n j o y i n g  t h e  b o o k s ,
s h a r i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e i r  s i b l i n g s  o r  r e a d i n g  t h e m  w i t h
a  g r a n d p a r e n t .  O n e  f a m i l y  o f  4  b o y s  a n d  o n e  g i r l  w a s
d i v i d i n g  t h e m  u p  i n  t h e  v a n  -  t h e y  w e r e  h e a d e d  o u t  t o
D e l t a  -  a n d  a r g u i n g  w h o  g o t  w h a t  f i r s t .  l o l !    H o p e f u l l y
m o m  s u r v i v e d  t h e  t r i p ! ”
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T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  a n
a r r a y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  W a y  o f  t h e  L o w e r
M a i n l a n d  L o c a l  L o v e  F u n d ,  D e c o d a
L i t e r a c y  S o l u t i o n s  &  P o s t  M e d i a  R a i s e - a -
R e a d e r  f u n d ,  T h e  B o o k  M a n ,  C h i l l i w a c k
B o w l s  o f  H o p e  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f
C h i l l i w a c k ,  C h i l l i w a c k  C i t i z e n s  f o r
C h a n g e ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s .
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B O O K S  F O R  N E I G H B O U R S

Corbin enjoying one of his new books

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  b o o k s  t o  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r s ,  c o n t a c t  D e b b i e  D e n a u l t  a t
l i t e r a c y o u t r e a c h @ c h i l l i w a c k l e a r n i n g . c o m  o r  6 0 4 - 7 0 1 - 9 7 9 4 .


