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Bruins make great reading role models
Lifelong
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Learning
A special series that takes
a closer look at how our
community is responding
to the literacy challenge.
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lexander Wiklund and Matt
Strong are used to entertaining the crowd by playing
hockey, but last Wednesday they
sharpened their reading skills,
instead of their skates, to a captive
audience of listeners.
The pair of Chilliwack Bruins sat
down with Betty Meiszner’s Grade
2 class at Greendale elementary
to read The Hockey Card as part of
the BMO Books with the Bruins
program.
“I used to read a lot of Robert
Munsch,” Strong, who grew up in

Reading for 20 minutes a day can make a world of difference to your childrens’ future.
Calgary, shared with the class. “Do
you guys read any Robert Munsch?”
Some smiles, some nods and a
few looks of bewilderment came
from the students, whose eyes were
firmly glued to the special guests.
Wiklund and Strong took turns
reading to the students and
answering any questions they had
about hockey, and more importantly, about their education and
the importance of reading.
“Even if you’re a hockey player,
you still need to be a good reader,”

said Meiszner, who reinforced the
message to her students.
BMO Books with the Bruins, a
literacy program now in its third
year since the team’s inception in
2006, runs through the entire school
year. Each week Bruin players visit
elementary students from grades 2
to 5 and spend an hour hitting the
books, encouraging lifelong reading habits to students. Players also
answer questions and sign autographs before grabbing their hockey
sticks for a session of floor hockey.

It helps to back up the claim
students can look to the Bruins as
not only athletic role models, but as
educational role models.
“These kids get to see the Bruins
as students and not just hockey
players,” sales and community
liaison Vanni De Bartolo said. “It’s
important for them to see that
they’re getting an education too.”
Last year the Bruins visited more
than 1,200 students in 25 local
classrooms and over 50 schools in
the Lower Mainland.

Each year there are more schools
that get involved, and De Bartolo says the program continually
receives positive feedback.
The WHL recognized the Bruins
as Scholastic Team of the Year for
the 2007-08 season for their efforts
in the classroom. De Bartolo says a
lot of that credit goes to education
advisor Maryanne Mussell, who
makes sure the Bruins receive the
help and resources required to perform well in their studies.
“She’s done a terrific job in making sure the guys get all the help
and resources they need.”
Every Bruin player is pursuing
some form of education, whether
it’s completing high school or taking university level courses.
◗ BMO Books with the Bruins is
geared towards students in grades
2 to 5. Each school the Bruins visit
receives one free ticket per student
and are able to bring family and
friends for a discounted price. For
more info about the program contact the Bruins at 604-792-4625.
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The power to fight cold and flu!

THAT’S RIGHT! From now until December 31st,
you can add four of our delicately battered
prawns to any meal. Dine-in or take out.

1.

FOR ONLY

Home of ALL YOU CAN EAT
FISH & CHIPS
Includes ALL YOU CAN EAT Fish & Chips with bottomless pop!

Adults $9.95 Childs 4-10 $4.95 Toddler 3 & under $2.99

C LOVERS FISH & CHIPS
“THE BEST FISH & CHIPS IN TOWN” LICENSED
2008

• Runny nose
• Sore throat
• Muscle aches
• Mild fever
• Etc.

99

C-Lovers will donate $1 from every prawn add-on to the
Children’s Hospital Foundation on your behalf. You raised
$10,000 last year- let’s make it bigger & better this year!

BUSINESS HOURS:
Sun-Thurs 11:30 am - 8:00 pm
Fri. 11:30 am - 9:00 pm
Sat. 11:30 am - 8:00 pm
12091058

Alleviates cold and flu symptoms:

7670 Vedder Road, Sardis
604-824-7959
Next to Shell Station & Tim Hortons

Local businesses right where you need them.

GO
golocalchilliwack.com

Start your search now!

Brocosin

®

Soothing relief from various types of coughs:
• Dry
• Wet
• Spasmodic
• Tickling and persistent
• With hoarseness
Brocosin® can be used for any type of cough associated
with colds, flu, environmental contaminants, bronchitis
and chest congestion.

Engystol

®

The power to activate your immune system!
Clinically proven effective for the whole family
to significantly reduce the severity and duration
of symptoms during acute viral infections and helps
prevent subsequent infections.

Sardis Health Foods
Near Wal-Mart in Chilliwack Mall
604-858-9111 www.sardishealth.com

www.heel.ca
12091137

